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Amendments to the Claims 

1. (Currently amended) [[In a]] A valve pin insert e£*4y?e u^^Mm^m^My^ 
P l«te.. said Din insert having a body feeing inserted into a valve plate, ^m^v^mmi wherein 
the body has, a lower shank at one end of the body and an upper shank adjacent to the lower shank, 
the lower shank being of a first diameter and the upper shank being of a second diameter, the first 
diameter being less than the second diameter and wherein between the lower shank and the upper 
shank of the body an undercut, shoulder forms a recess opening in the direction toward the lower 
shank, the recess forming a tooth that shears material of the valve plate as the pin is inserted into a 
hole in the valve plate and wherein said valve pin insert has an insert, position, wherein when in said 
insert position said upper and lower shank are disposed in said valve plate; 

.and in said insert posit ion .said valve pin insert is fixe dly co nnec ted toM£LfiriLin£B&^ 

said valve pin inser t is coupled to a valve, said valve move a ble relative t o s&\dv^j^miQSSSSBSL 

2. (Original) The pin of claim 1, wherein the diameter of the lower shank is less than 
the diameter of the hole in the valve plate. 

3. (Original) The pin of claim 1 wherein the pin is made of PEEK . 

4. (Original) The pin of claim 1 wherein the valve plate is made of PTFE. 

5. (Original) The pin of claim 1 wherein the undercut shoulder is molded into the pin. 

6. (Original) The pin of claim 1 wherein the undercut shoulder is machined into the pin. 

7. (Original) The pin of claim 1 wherein the undercut shoulder expends to a depth 
beneath the surface of the lower shank. 

8. (Original) the pin of claim 1 , further comprising a stud extending axially outwardly 
from the body. 
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The present communication responds to the Final Action mailed April 20, 2006 and is filed 
in connection with an RCE. The present response addresses all of the issues raised in the Final 
Action. 

The present communication amends Claim 1 . No other amendments to the claims are made. 
Claims 1 through 8 were pending prior to the Final Action and remain pending. 
No amendments have been made to the specification. 
No amendments have been made to the drawings. 
The Remarks begin on page 4. 


